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DSF turns 40 in 2022!

Can you believe we got a whole slew of Downeasters out 
of their Muck Boots and into ties and fancy dresses for our 

40th Birthday Banquet?

Founders of DSF, sports fi shermen (left to right): Charlie Robbins, 
Executive Director Dwayne Shaw, and Joe Robbins

Hosted at Aerie on Eagle Hill, on Saturday May 7th of this 
year, some 60 folks all came around to toast to 40 years and 

celebrate with the DSF crew. 

Friend of DSF, local chef Ross Florance volunteered his 
time to prepare a top-tier dinner for our guests of fresh, 

seasonal ingredients fi shed and foraged from the area: smelt, 
alewife, halibut, fi ddleheads, oysters, and eel.

Our efforts fundraised over $10,000 - and we had a heck of a 
time doing it. Board member Alan “Chubba” Kane said it best: 

“I can’t remember going out and having a better meal.” 

Hopefully, at our 80th anniversary, we can serve wild Atlantic 
Salmon fi shed from clean and free-fl owing Downeast rivers; 
the waterways and the fi sh that will be so abundant thanks 

to your membership and support of our work to protect and 
restore its populations and recreational fi shery.

National News: Maine’s Salmon Rivers 
Need Our Help

Maine’s Atlantic Salmon Rivers are one of American Riv-
ers’ Most Endangered Rivers of 2022. Through the 40 years 
of DSF’s history, our work to protect and restore Atlan-
tic Salmon has required us to focus on the host of threats 
facing rivers in Maine. This listing has effectively raised our 
work, and our collaborators’ work, to national attention.

Crafting the listing with Maine Rivers, the Atlantic Salm-
on Federation, and American Rivers, we turned the fo-
cus on all of Maine’s Atlantic Salmon Rivers. Some Maine 
rivers suffer from acidity issues due to decades of industri-
al pollution (see p.4, “Liming”), some need to be restocked 
with distinct genetic populations, and others are subject to 
the mismanagement of dams resulting in blocked fi sh pas-
sage. The collaboration with DSF highlights the collective 
need to fi ght for salmon recovery across the state of Maine.

Importantly, the listing gives special attention to rivers im-
pacted by Brookfi eld Renewable’s out of date dams, includ-
ing the Downeast region’s Union River.

For decades we have worked hard to protect and restore 
Maine’s salmon rivers by breaching dams, repairing fi shways, 
protecting habitat, and restocking rivers. For that work to 
pay off we need to ensure these critically endangered fi sh 
can swim safely to and from their spawning beds. We’ve 
demonstrated successful conservation hatchery techniques 
that can restore wild salmon once rivers are fi xed. 

INTERVALE

And Brookfi eld stands squarely in the way of that work.

Help us advocate for fi sh passage through our 
local Atlantic Salmon River by donating 
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 Upcoming 
 event alert!

Join us this 
summer for our
East Machias Open House

August 12, 2022 from 3 - 6PM
13 Willow St, East Machias ME

Our Peter Gray hatchery will be 
open for you to explore. Smoked 
fish, crafts for kids, plenty to learn 
and share. 

Cant’ wait to see you there!

Since parr stocking in 2012, the desnisty of large parr in 

the East Machias River has more than doubled. 

During the stocking of unfed fry, the densities were 
at 4.9 parr/unit. Now, with the stocking of fall parr, 

the densities have reached 11.24 parr/unit!



Writing the Land
This year, Downeast Salmon Federation is 

participating in “Writing the Land,” a collab-
orative outreach and fundraising project to 
promote land protection and expression. 

Billboard in the 
Clouds murmurs at the 
gate Old Stones, New Roads 

For All  e Tea in Zhōngguó

Up to Camp!
As much as we love roughin’ it here on the rugged coast 
of Maine, every now and then things need touching up. 
That’s why DSF is making new updates to the world 
famous Wigwams and Lack Camps.
    Both camps are newly 
    outfi tted with solar photo-
    voltaic systems, added to 
    support newly required 
    propane leak detectors.  

Plus, the two camps have cozy new mattresses, and the 
Wigwams has a whole new interior design to boot, with 
new furniture and fresh cushions throughout.  

We were fortunate to 
acquire the bar top the 
former Machias staple,
Skywalker’s Bar, which 
features a map of the 
Machias River system 
from end to end. This 
Downeast treasure now calls the Wigwams home.

Other improvements are ongoing in our effort to provide 
an enjoyable camp experience.  Camps are available for 
use by reservation only, and in the summer and fall sea-
sons they fi ll up fast! For more information and to make 

a reservation, go to our website:

mainesalmonrivers.org/camp 

Writing the Land poetry will be available through the 
two anthologies produced this November: one about 

wild Maine land, the other on Foodways of Maine. 

With this project, DSF highlights our relationship to 
nature in a way that is as equitable and transparent 
as it is deep, evocative, and entangled in place.

Poets Suzanne Rancourt and Rodger Martin 
have joined us in this collaboration to write 
about DSF land, and its conservation. The 

writing they produce will be featured in two
poetry and essay anthologies.



A personal encounter of coastal dynamism from DSF Associate Director Charlie Foster


