
Make Way for Summer with DSF

Riverbound: Our Fry Have Been Released

Fry being released into the Pleasant River

Hatchery staff have wrapped up a busy spring season, completing the annual stocking of their
Atlantic salmon cohort from the Pleasant River Hatchery and contributing to broader regional
conservation efforts. In addition to stocking our fry, hatchery staff also assisted in stocking the

East Machias and Narraguagus Rivers in collaboration with the Craig Brook National Fish
Hatchery and the Maine Department of Marine Resources (MDMR).

https://www.mainesalmonrivers.org/
https://www.charitynavigator.org/ein/010532938
https://directories.onepercentfortheplanet.org/profile/downeast-salmon-federation
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=e9b07245-8f69-4eef-b51a-f04e3b2e983b


Smolt trapping operations began in April and concluded in May on the Narraguagus River.
Hatchery team members, Meagan Stanhope (Hatchery Manager) and Ben Huott (Assistant

Manager), worked with MDMR at the Little Falls trap location. Data collected will be analyzed
and made available in the coming months.

Returning to DSF this summer is research intern Maddy Jackson, who will be focusing on
monitoring for Infectious Pancreatic Necrosis virus (IPNv) in the East Machias River and
supporting the installation of a new ultraviolet (UV) water treatment system at the East

Machias Hatchery once our fundraising goals have been met.

Open for Enjoyment: DSF
Land Trust Adds 2 New Properties!

Honeymoon Brook

The DSF signs aren’t posted yet, and the dedication celebrations are still being planned, but
two new DSF preserves acquired this spring are open to the public for exploration! Located off
Rt. 9 (the Airline) on Breakneck Road (Day Block Township), the 80-acre Honeymoon Brook
property features an impressive late-successional hemlock forest, and high-quality habitat for

brook trout and endangered Atlantic salmon.
 

The 149-acre Little Falls property is located on the Narraguagus River in Cherryfield
and has exceptional river frontage. (Note: this is the same Little Falls as mentioned in our smolt
monitoring site listed in the previous article.) It is accessed through the Narraguagus North Half
subdivision off Beaver Run Road. This second property adjoins the already established 26-acre
Little Falls Preserve (owned by DSF for the last 15 years), and abuts the MDMR Field Station,

creating an expanded conservation corridor along the Narraguagus River.



Watershed Explorers Camp Registration Open

Camp kids monitoring alewives on the Pleasant River

Attention middle school aged kids: DSF is hosting a new Watershed Explorers Camp with
Cobscook Institute, July 21st-25th. This science-focused day camp will work with DSF staff

each day on exciting conservation projects in rivers and streams in Washington County, with
an optional overnight at DSF's Wigwams cabin July 25th-26th. Learn more and register here:

Watershed Explorers STEM Camp

Cherryfield Ice Dam Removal Progress

https://cobscookinstitute.org/events?e=7-21-2025-watershed-explorers-stem-camp


Wetland delineation survey underway in May

These past few months have seen several exciting developments for the project. Back in
March, DSF received the completed 60% designs for the nature-like-fishway which is set to be

constructed next year. This has marked the start of permitting, which can often be a lengthy
process for projects of this scale. Right now our team is meeting regularly with different state
and federal agencies to ensure that the work we will be doing will have as minimal an impact

as possible on other wildlife that use this ecosystem. 

Additionally, a wetland delineation survey was conducted at the project site. Wetland
delineations are a useful tool in restoration work because they let us know which areas of the
project site might be most vulnerable to construction work. Wetlands are fragile ecosystems

that often play an important role for wading birds and small mammals. Delineating the wetlands
at the ice control dam will help our team understand any potential impacts to important habitat
that might occur due to the construction of the nature-like-fishway. If you happen to be out at

Cable Pool Park any time soon, keep an eye out for pink flagging tape tied around plants down
at the river's edge. This marks the upper limits of the wetland zone and was the result of

survey work that occurred during May.

Lastly, Ellie Mason, DSF’s Habitat Restoration Project Manager, was recently interviewed for
Talk of the Towns, a radio program hosted by WERU, about the Cherryfield dam removal

project. The interview will air June 11, from 4-5pm on WERU (89.9 FM in Blue Hill) and will be
posted online shortly afterwards. 

Our Fun New Tool for Watershed Education



Topdown View of DSF's New Stream Table Model

Thanks to funding through NOAA’s Bay Watershed and Education Training (B-WET) Program,
DSF was able to purchase a modern stream table for outreach and education.

A stream table is a hands-on, scaled down model of a river system and it will be used to
demonstrate a variety of river health scenarios and restoration techniques in our community

outreach efforts, especially with kids. 

Working with educators at Rose M. Gaffney Elementary School in Machias, our Community
Engagement Specialist, Claire, helped 7 classrooms (ranging from 2nd to 6th grade) test it out.

Over the course of the day, students observed the natural flow of the miniature stream, and
were then able to test the effects that dams, culverts, woody debris, and other natural and



constructed features might have on that same stream channel.

Interactive tools like this are, of course, fun to play with, but this one serves the dual purpose
of educating our youth about their local watersheds and the issues they face. The stream table

is now one more way for us to inspire the next generation to become river stewards, and
encourage them to care for our waterways and the critters (big and small) that rely on them. 

UPCOMING EVENTS
June 7, 2025 - Paddle the Orange River Watershed  For more info see: Paddle the Orange
River

June 28, 2025 - Cherryfield Days: Facebook Page - Cherryfield Days Events

July 19, 2025 - Addison Days: Facebook Page - Addison Days

August 16-17, 2025 - Machias Wild Blueberry Festival

DONATE HERE
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https://www.mcht.org/event/paddle-the-orange-river-watershed25/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1103247606867561/
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